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Dear Ms Antoney

Clarification of Qualification included in our audit report to Kidsgrove Town Council for the year
ended 31 March 2025

In our audit report for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for the year ended 31 March 2025,
we reported the following qualification:

The Council have asserted in their Annual Governance Statement that it maintained an adequate system of internal
control during the accounting period (assertion 2). However, the Internal Auditor has ticked objective E as 'No' in the
Internal Auditor's report within the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). This was to reflect an issue
with notifying the payroll agent of any pay rises that occur during the year. The Council should have ticked assertion 2
as 'No' to reflect that. In future, the Council should it considers the findings of the internal auditor when responding to
assertions in its Annual Governance Statement, responding as 'No' where appropriate.

We wish to clarify that the reference to the notification of the payroll agent of any pay rises during the year was not the
reason for the internal auditor selecting objective E as ‘No’. Instead, this related to deficiencies in the budgetary control
process during the period. As the internal auditor had ticked objective E, the Council should have ticked assertion 2 as
‘No’ to reflect that.

We wholeheartedly apologise for the inaccurate wording within our original report wording within our external auditor’s
report and would like to thank you again for your efforts with the Annual Governance and Accountability Return this
year.

Yours sincerely

Forvis Mazars LLP

Forvis Mazars LLP — Bank Chambers, 26 Mosley Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1DF Tel: 0191 383 6300 — Fax: 0191 383 6350 — www.forvismazars.com/uk

Forvis Mazars LLP is the UK firm of Forvis Mazars Global, a leading global professional services network. Forvis Mazars LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England
and Wales with registered number OC308299 and with its registered office at 30 Old Bailey, London, EC4M 7AU. Registered to carry on audit work in the UK by the Institute of
Chartered Accountants in England and Wales. Details about our audit registration can be viewed at www.auditregister.org.uk under reference number C001139861. VAT number:
GB 839 8356 73


http://www.mazars.co.ukm/
http://www.forvismazars.com/uk

