Finance and General
Purposes Committee
Meeting
Kidsgrove Town Council
Victoria Hall
Liverpool Road
Kidsgrove
Staffordshire
ST7 4EL
Tel: 01782 782254
www.kidsgrovetowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting held on
Thursday 2nd September 2021 7:00pm
Meeting held in the Victoria Hall, Kidsgrove.
The meeting opened at 7:00pm

Present
Cllr A Cooper (Chair); Cllr S Dymond (Vice-chair); Cllr P Waring; Cllr C Dickens; Cllr
A Cartwright; Cllr M Maxfield; Cllr M Stubbs.
Clerk to the Council – Sue Davies, Assistant Clerk – Elizabeth Norton.
One member of the public.
To receive and consider apologies for absence.
None received.
To note declarations of Member’s Interests
Cllr C Dickens previously declared an interest regarding agenda item 9e, however
the Clerk has since received an email from Cllr Dickens advising of her withdrawal
from the event and so no further declaration is required and Cllr Dickens can
debate and vote on the item.
It was noted that Cllr S Dymond has also previously declared an interest in
Agenda item 9e. The Clerk advised and confirmed with the Chair that a meeting
had since occurred with the individual relating to equality of treatment of
councillors in relation to the event referred to in agenda item 9e. The Clerk
therefore proposed it was reasonable to allow all councillors to vote on the item
at tonight’s meeting.
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To consider and approve the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes
Committee meeting held on the 15th of July 2021.
The committee resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting of the 15th July
2021.
Public Participation (A period of not exceeding 15 minutes for the press or
public to make comments.)
The member of the public expressed his thanks towards the Council for the
advice, support and concessions proposed in regards their application. They
continued with a request that the Council consider a change of date for the
Planning, Infrastructure and Highways meeting due to be held in the Hall on
Thursday 25th November, to enable them to hold an extra performance. The
Chair advised the consideration would be discussed at agenda item 9.
Matters Arising: Updates only on items outstanding not otherwise on the
agenda including:
To receive an update on the Quality Foundation award including training
records.
The Clerk has been in touch with the National Association of Local Councils
to register for the award and to check the criteria. It was reiterated that any
training records still outstanding need to be sent over and that the Clerk
would submit all received after the next Full Council meeting. The Clerk also
reported that the Council needs to show that it recognises its duties in
relation biodiversity, crime and disorder, has published online everything
that is listed for the criteria and that we have in place everything required.
The Clerk proposed this would need to be by full resolution at the November
Full Council meeting. Items still outstanding that need to go onto the website
are the register of interest forms, to set the next annual parish meeting,
budget information, an action plan for the current year and evidence of
consulting with the community.
Telephone Box upgrade.
The Clerk confirmed that residents living in the vicinity of the telephone box
have been consulted by letter through the letterbox and that a few
responses have been back. Suggestions that received positive responses
were to house defibrillators or used as planters, but a fuller report would be
brought to the next meeting.
Action: The Clerk to bring to the next F & GP meeting after deadline of MidSeptember for more responses.
Finance:
To receive bank statements and reconciliations dated 31st July 2021. To
note that the credit card had a balance of -£100 on the 31st July 2021.
The council received the bank statements and reconciliations dated 31st July
2021.
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Cllr M Stubbs, Cllr P Waring and Cllr C Dickens advised they were having
problems logging onto the bank and were in conversation with Unity Bank to
resolve.
The Clerk noted that there was a £100 balance on the Credit Card account
which was accidental due to the card not being paid off before month end
and steps would be taken to prevent this happening again.
To receive schedules of payment for approval.
i.

Retrospective approvals since the last meeting (Appendix 3)
The Committee received and retrospectively approved the schedules of
payments since the last meeting for July and August 2021. (Appendix 1)

ii. Payments requiring approval and payment through the banking system.
(Appendix 4)
The Council agreed to approve by a majority show of hands.
Financial Risk Assessment Policy: To consider and discuss the policy, including
any changes or updates and to put a recommended updated policy for approval
at Full Council. (Appendix 5)
The Council resolved to agree all recommendations to update the policy for
approval at Full Council.
Victoria Hall Issues:
To receive an update from the Clerk on maintenance and operational issues
and to agree any actions required.
The Clerk updated on maintenance and operational issues including the
quotes for blinds in the refreshment room. The quotes are all under £500
therefore the Clerk can authorise and will pursue with the Purchase Order.
The plastering work now requires painting, which the new facilities officer
will be tasked to complete. The one-way circles in the main hall will also
need addressing in the near future before any commercial event.
To receive quotes and a report from the Clerk from three security from
suppliers. (Appendix 6)
The Clerk updated the committee with the report and 3 quotations for
Security. One quote was received from a firm (Company 1) The Council have
used previously and then 2 further quotes from alternative firms.
The Council agreed by a majority show of hands to recommend Company 1,
to be reviewed March 2022 to consider go out to tender or to award a
further year.
To receive a report from the Clerk on reopening the Victoria Hall and
bookings.
The Clerk reported that bookings are resuming and that the regular groups
are now back using the hall. The first commercial event is taking place in
October, with other bookings running up to Christmas.
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The Council considered reviewing the advertising of the hall and
implementing a computerised booking system.
Action: The Clerk to look into this further and report back to the committee.
To receive the draft hire charges concessions written policy based on
committee policy decision agreed at previous meetings and with
refinements added by the Clerk in conjunction with Cllr P Waring and Cllr A
Cooper. To recommend approval to Full Council subject to any agreed
changes.
It was resolved to recommend approval of the draft concessions policy to
Full Council with no changes.
To consider further the concession requests for hall usage for a November
event and to approve the proposal or otherwise.
After discussion, it was agreed that the Planning, Infrastructure and
Highways Council Meeting would be rescheduled to allow the event
organiser to use the hall for an additional date November 25th 2021, taking
into consideration it is a big event with significant revenue to raise money for
charity and to offer entertainment to the local residents following the
difficult year due to Covid. It was also agreed to offer the bowlers and
pensioners group a free session in compensation for having to cancel their
sessions on the 25th November 2021.
It was agreed that the event rate of £150 will apply to this additional date,
with the morning being allowed free of charge.
To receive and update on the progression of a policy relating to emergency
measures that can be implemented at any time that the council becomes
unable to meet.
The Clerk advised this was still to be looked at with Cllr P Waring, Cllr A Cooper to
discuss and draft a policy for consideration at the next F&GP meeting.
To receive an update on the Kidsgrove Dementia Friendly Initiative and receive
the minutes of the 12th July 2021. (Appendix 9)
Cllr Dickens provided feedback from the Dementia Friendly Initiative.
Unfortunately, there were too few people enrolled on the first information
session and therefore postponed for a later date. A meeting is to be held on
Monday 6th September to discuss and review advertising, session format and to
instigate other areas of the project such as involving the local schools.
To consider and approve any updates to the five-year plan required on the
committee’s projects. (Circulated separately.)
The five-year plan has not been progressed further since the last meeting.
The Clerk will look at the plan and liaise with the Chair of each committee to
progress through to the next Council meeting.
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Clerk and Chair’s Reports.
None
To note the date and time of the next meeting: 7th October 2021 19:00.

Matters to be considered with the Press and Public Excluded: Exclusion of press and public: To
resolve under 1960 (Admission to meetings) Act to exclude the press and public due to the
confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
To receive the draft document for the Tap Room Bar contract and tender and to
approve issue subject to and agreed changes. (Circulated separately) To resolve
to agree the membership of the tender panel and process.
After discussion, changes were made and agreed to the draft tender. These were
mainly:
• Asking solely for a percentage concession of takings rather than a fixed
fee.
• Simplifying the question section.
To progress a working group made up of councillors and appropriate
community leaders to draft a London Bridge Policy to be bought back to the
committee.
The Clerk advised this will need to be looked at and will involve partners. The
office will organise and arrange a meeting.
Meeting Closed: 21:20
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Appendix 1 – Retrospective payments for approval
CB60 – June Payroll – 6924.48
CB61 – Credit Card payment – Gift cards as prizes for Scarefest - £100
CB62 – July Payroll – 6924.48
CB63 – Mayor’s Allowance - £1000
CB64 – August Payroll - £6924.48
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Appendix 2 – Other payments for approval.

Staff wages – August - Paid 31st August 2021: £6924.48
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