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Finance and General 
Purposes Committee 
Meeting 
 
Kidsgrove Town Council 
Victoria Hall 
Liverpool Road 
Kidsgrove 
Staffordshire 
ST7 4EL 
 
Tel: 01782 782254 
www.kidsgrovetowncouncil.gov.uk  

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, 15th June 2021 7:00pm 
Meeting held in the Victoria Hall, Kidsgrove. 

 
The meeting opened at 7:00pm 

 

 Present 

Cllr A Cooper (Chair); Cllr S Dymond (Vice-chair); Cllr P Waring; Cllr C Dickens; Cllr 
A Cartwright; Cllr M Stubbs 

 To receive and consider apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received from Cllr M Maxfield.  

 To note declarations of Member’s Interests 

None.  

 To consider and approve the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee meeting held on the 22nd March 2021. 

The committee resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting of the 22nd 
March 2021.  

 Public Participation (A period of not exceeding 15 minutes for the press or 
public to make comments.) 

None 

 Matters Arising on previous agenda items (Updates from the Clerk) 

 To receive an update on the Quality Foundation award progress. 

The Clerk informed that the councillor training records still need completing 
and some work is still required on the website.  

http://www.kidsgrovetowncouncil.gov.uk/
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 Telephone Box upgrade. 

The clerk informed that a letter is ready to go out to consult with residents. 

 Audit Issues: To receive an update on the internal audit. 

The Clerk informed that the internal audit is on-going and should be available for 
approval at the Full Council meeting. 

 To receive and review draft end of year accounts and agree any 
recommendations to Full Council including a discussion on a belated water bill 
from NULBC received after closure of the 2020-21 accounts and a discussion of 
any actions required. 

The Committee reviewed the end of year information circulated.  

The arrival of a late bill from Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council was 
discussed. It was noted that the bill relates to some water bills on various NULBC 
owned buildings including the Victoria Hall which, although owned by the Town 
Council, shares water supply with the NULBC owned side of the building. The bill 
had been disputed by Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council and this had not 
previously been brought to the attention of the Town Council. Also, NULBC would 
have been unable to provide an estimate until the dispute was resolved. Thus, 
the amount owing to NULBC has not been accrued for in either of the previous 
two years Town Council accounts.  

The Committee recommended that the closed accounts from the previous two 
years need not be re-opened but that the Clerk should write to NULBC to ask for 
improved and more timely communication of such matter to the Town Council to 
prevent any repetition of this occurrence.  

 Council Finance: 

 To receive bank statements and reconciliations dated 31st March 2021. 

The bank statements and reconciliations dated 31st March 2021 were 
received and approved by the Committee.  

 To receive bank statements and reconciliations dates 30th April 2021. 

The bank statements and reconciliations dated 30th April 2021 were received 
and approved by the Committee.  

 To approve the schedules of payments.: 

i. March 2021. 

The schedule of payments for March 2021 was retrospectively 
approved. (Appendix 1) 

ii. April 2021. 

The schedule of payments for April 2021 was retrospectively approved. 
(Appendix 2)  

iii. May 2021 

The schedule of payments for May 2021 was retrospectively approved. 
(Appendix 3) 
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iv. June 2021 

The June schedule of payments to date were approved by the 
Committee. (Appendix 4) 

 To receive the asset register dated 31st March 2021 and to approve subject to 
any agreed changes. 

The Committee resolved to approve the asset register dated 31st March 2021.  

 To discuss and agree the restarting of ‘face to face’ council meetings and 
resolve to end the Clerk’s enhanced delegated powers put in place at the Full 
Council meeting on the 4th May 2021.  

The Council considered the resumption of face-to-face meetings. It was agreed 
that these should resume in the main hall with appropriate spacing and 
precautions. It was further agreed that the Clerk’s delegation scheme (21-22-FC1-
10) remain in place but that this delegated power should only be used if safety 
around Covid-19 necessitates it or to minimise the Full Council meeting length.   

 Grant Applications 

 To consider and review a grant application received from Newchapel 
Residents’ Association. 

The committee considered the application for plants and resolved to award 
£160 towards the cost of the plants (£125) and for the compost (£35). The 
Clerk was asked to progress the grant.  

 To receive a verbal update on monies provided to Kidsgrove Salvation 
Army and to agree any actions. 

The Clerk updated the committee that she has been informed that Kidsgrove 
Salvation Army has closed, but that there should be unspent monies from 
the grant awarded for the youth initiative. The Clerk was asked to pursue the 
issue. 

 Victoria Hall: 

 To receive an update from the Clerk on maintenance and operational issues 
and to agree any actions required. 

The Clerk reported that several pieces of work were still ongoing including 
the extractor fan work in the kitchen. It was noted that painting would be 
required subsequent to plastering but it might be that this could be an ‘in-
house’ job after recruitment of a Facilities Officer.  

The Clerk also informed that the stickers put down by Staffordshire County 
Council appear to be pulling up the varnish on the floor. It was agreed to 
leave the stickers in place for the moment in case the hall is used for any 
further Covid Testing. 

The Clerk noted that further stage lights on the bar could be considered but 
the committee felt this wasn’t a priority at present.  
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 To consider quotes received for: 

i. Plastering Work 

Cllr Paul Waring noted a non-pecuniary interest as he realised that one 
of the quotes is from a plasterer known to him. As a consequence, he 
took no part in the voting.  

It was agreed to award the work to M Nadin Plastering due to the level 
of detail provided and the time spent evaluating the job.  

ii. Repair to main hall high windows. 

The committee agreed to waive financial regulations due to the urgency 
of the work and to approve the quote from Len Jones.  

  To receive an update from the Clerk on the reopening of the Victoria Hall. 

The Clerk raised that some groups are looking forward to coming back but 
appreciate the need for caution in relation Covid-19 safety. The need for 
enhanced risk assessments was noted.  

It was resolved to wait until the government announcements later in July for 
a complete reopening decision. However, it was felt accommodating small 
groups (up to ten people) who may need a meeting room is acceptable.  

  To further consider a draft hire charges and the concessions policy. 

The policy based on previous committee recommendations, is still being 
drafted. 

 To consider concession requests for hall usage. 

The Clerk updated the committee on the charges to the regular daytime 
community groups. It was agreed that for such groups, where there is a 
community benefit, be offered the hall use at £5 per hour on condition that 
their activities are advertised and open to the community.  

It was agreed to consider the dance troop concession at a future meeting. 

The committee considered and agreed to a request to donate one the 
Mayor’s previous year’s free sessions to the Mining Memorial Group to use 
to promote their cause.  

There has been a meeting room request and public information session in 
the hall request from the Town Deal Board. The committee felt there should 
be no issue with the use of a meeting room for a meeting but that the covid-
19 situation requires further monitoring before it can be confirmed that a 
public meeting can go ahead. However, the committee had no objection in 
principle.  

 To receive a verbal report and to consider the ownership, maintenance, use and 
upkeep of the current CCTV equipment.  

It was noted that this equipment belongs to the Kidsgrove LAP and not to the 
Town Council. Cllr P Waring offering to liaise with the Kidsgrove LAP and suggest 
that the equipment be switched off and removed. It was noted that the 
replacement CCTV will soon be installed.  
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 To receive a website update from the Clerk. 

The Clerk informed that the website has had an upgrade onto a newer WordPress 
theme that improves website accessibility. The cost of transfer has been £200.  

 To consider and approve any updates to the five-year plan required on the 
committee’s projects.  

It was agreed to defer this item.  

 Clerk and Chair’s Reports.  

The Clerk updated on the Dementia Friendly Kidsgrove project which involves 
partnership working between group including Rotary Kidsgrove and Go Kidsgrove 
with Kidsgrove Town Council. It was raised that training sessions are being 
arranged. It was further reported that Rotary Kidsgrove are to enter talks with 
Newcastle Borough Council regarding running a cafe at the pavilion in Clough Hall 
Park to operate during the junior Park Run. The Dementia Group felt that a 
Dementia Café could be included. The Town Council have cleared land behind the 
pavilion and a further plan could be to develop a sensory garden in this area. It 
was requested that the Clerk attend the meeting with NULBC to discuss the plans 
along with Cllr Dymond.  

 Key future Agenda items: 

No new items raised. 

 To note the date and time of the next meeting: 15th July 2021. 

Matters to be considered with the Press and Public Excluded: Exclusion of press and public: To 
resolve under 1960 (Admission to meetings) Act to exclude the press and public due to the 
confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 To receive feedback on the Tap Room Bar contract and to agree actions.  

The Clerk updated on the current situation and reported that W Booth has 
written to the Council to terminate his contract. The progression of a tender 
document was discussed.  

The need of a hand-over meeting was discussed. The Clerk was asked to progress 
this.  

The Clerk also reported that Mr Booth has agreed to remain as the premises’ 
supervisor for a period.  

It was noted that the Council has previously delegated to the Clerk, working with 
Cllr Cooper, to put a tender into place.  

 
 

Meeting Closed: 21:05 
 



Appendix 1 – March 2021 schedule of payments. 
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Appendix 2 – April 2021 schedule of payments. 
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Appendix 3 – May 2021 schedule of payments to date. 
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Appendix 4 – June 2021 schedule of payments to date. 
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