Town Council Meeting
Kidsgrove Town Council
Victoria Hall
Liverpool Road
Kidsgrove
Staffordshire
ST7 4EL
Tel: 01782 782254
www.kidsgrovetowncouncil.gov.uk

6th May 2020
To: Members of Covid-19 Emergency Committee
Dear Councillor,
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Covid-19 Emergency Committee to be held at 6:30pm on
Tuesday 12th March 2020. The meeting will be held via Zoom and Councillors have received an email
invitation to join the meeting.
The public can join the meeting at:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/93568344749?pwd=YzkzSiswcUM5Uis4bUZUcmJ6QytNUT09
Meeting ID: 935 6834 4749
Password: 725104
One tap mobile
+442034815237,,93568344749#,,1#,725104# United Kingdom
+442034815240,,93568344749#,,1#,725104# United Kingdom
Dial by your location
+44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom
+44 208 080 6591 United Kingdom
+44 208 080 6592 United Kingdom
+44 330 088 5830 United Kingdom
+44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aqN42vMRk
Yours sincerely,

Sue Davies
Town Clerk

Business to be transacted
1. To note the change in legislation to allow remote meetings and to consider and approve, subject to
agreed changes, a draft policy. (See appendix 1)
2. To receive apologies for absence.
3. To note declarations of Members’ Interests.
4. Public Participation: A period not exceeding 15 minutes for members of the public to ask questions
or submit comments.
5. To receive an update from the Clerk, Group Leaders, Mayor and Deputy Mayor on Council activity
during the lockdown period.
6. To receive an update from the Clerk on the Casual Vacancy in the Mow Cop and Newchapel Ward.
7. To receive an update from the Clerk on the end of year and audit arrangements for 2019/20 with a
proposed timescale.
8. To consider and agree the Council’s meeting schedule in light of the ability to hold remote
meetings with consideration to:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

The Annual Meeting and Mayor making.
Full Council Meetings
Continued use of the Emergency Committee
Committee Meetings
Working Group Meetings

9. To consider and resolve to agree or otherwise the following grant applications:
a. Kidsgrove Lads and Dads. (Appendix 2)
b. Father Hudson’s Group (Appendix 3)
c. Covid-19 Group using Talke and Butt Lane LAP as support organisation to hold the money.
(Appendix 4)
d. Salvation Army Group (Appendix 5)
10. To receive an update and consider the Town Council’s support for the community. To receive and
agree any further actions.
11. To receive the notes from a Zoom Meeting held on the 7th May regarding the Town Deal and to
resolve to approve the collated comments. (To be circulated)
12. To receive an item from the chair, Cllr Robinson, requesting the Council write a letter to object to
proposed changes to Community First Responders practice.
13. To consider and agree or otherwise to the offer of sponsorship of the hanging baskets outside the
Town Hall. (See appendix 6)
14. To receive any items from the Clerk, Chair and Vice-chair.
15 Date of next meeting

Appendix 1

Virtual Meeting Policy and Procedure
Introduction and Policy
From 4 April 2020 until May 2021, Parish Councils have been given provision under The
Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local
Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales)Regulations 2020
(“the 2020 Regulations”) to hold legal virtual meetings in order that Parish Council
business can be maintained.
Kidsgrove Town Council will allow virtual meetings as an option to face to face
meetings at the Town Hall whilst the legislation is in place. The Town Council will retain
the option during this period of holding face to face meetings should it be deemed safe
to do so.
A variety of different platforms including Microsoft Teams, Google Hangouts or
Zoom are available.
Kidsgrove Town Council has chosen to use the Zoom platform which enables the
meeting to be accessible by the public. The Clerk will host the meeting using the Town
Council-paid account and will usually assign the chair and vice chair as co-hosts.
Remote meetings may be held for Full Council, Committees, working parties or any
other informal meeting required.
Procedure for Full Council and its Committees
Remote meetings of Full Council or its committees will be held using the agenda and
summons which the Clerk has published. They will be governed by the usual Standing
Orders, Financial Regulations and associated policies.

Appendix 1

A code and link to the virtual meeting will be published on the agenda (which will also
go on the noticeboard and on the website) in order that the public are able to attend,
just as they would be able to attend a meeting in the Town Hall. Attendees will
also have the ability to dial in to the meeting via telephone.
Attendees will collect in the Zoom ‘waiting room’ prior to the meeting. As the ‘Host’,
the Clerk will have the ability to mute or remove anyone deemed a nuisance at the
Chairman’s request.
All attendees will be set to ‘mute’ on entry to the meeting and only the Chairman of the
meeting will remain unmuted. All other participants, if they wish to speak will be
invited to unmute. The Clerk will have the ability to mute anyone who forgets.
All Councillor attendees will display their name in order for the public to be able to
identify them, just as they would at an in-person meeting.
If a Councillor has declared an interest in an item on the agenda, at the Clerk or Chair’s
discretion, they may be placed in the waiting room for the duration of the agenda
item. Once the item has been concluded, they will be re-admitted.
In order to protect participants from malware, the ‘chat’, file sharing and screen
sharing function will be disabled during the meeting. If necessary, the Clerk will display
any documents required using the ‘share screen’ function.
As with meetings in the Town Hall, members of the public will be given the opportunity
to speak during public participation, but will not be permitted, unless invited to do so
by the Chairman, to speak at other times. Members of the public may introduce
themselves if they should wish.
Anyone wanting to speak should raise their hand using ‘raise hand’ in the options
within the Participants section or by waving if they’re using a camera so that the
Chairman can see.
Meeting participants may wish to protect their personal environment by choosing a
virtual background in the Zoom Settings ‘Virtual Background’ or alternatively should
consider what can be seen behind them while on camera.
This procedure was considered and approved at a meeting on 12th May 2020 and will
be reviewed in one year unless further changes to legislation require that it be
reviewed at an earlier date.
12th May 2020
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Appendix 6
Dear Sue
Would you like to sponsor any Hanging Baskets for outside Kidsgrove Council’s Town Hall? The cost for
each basket is £50 each +VAT and they’ll be installed towards the end of May/beginning of June.
•

If you would like to an place order, would you complete the attached Confirmation Order Form
and scan/email it back to me as soon as possible OR no later than 12th May 2020 please.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards
Donna

