Town Council
Minutes of Meeting
Kidsgrove Town Council
Victoria Hall
Liverpool Road
Kidsgrove
Staffordshire
ST7 4EL
Tel: 01782 782254
www.kidsgrovetowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting held on the 23rd January, 2020
Chairman’s Room, Victoria Hall, Kidsgrove
Present
Cllrs Cartwright, Cooper, Bowyer, Burgess, Burnett, Dickens, Dillon, Dymond, Jukes, M
Maxfield, B Owen, J Owen, Robinson, Stubbs, E Wareham-Jones, J Waring, P Waring,
Attending: Sue Davies (Clerk)
One member of the public present.
The chair informed that there was to be a change in agenda order with item 10 being
moved forward to be covered after item 6.
To receive apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Dodgson and Cllr H Maxfield both informed
to the Clerk prior to the meeting.
To note declarations of interest
Cllr Dymond and Cllr Dickens both declared an interest in agenda item 10a (minute ref
1920-FC7-08).
Public Participation

Mr Blaze raised two issues:
•

Billy chips that are schemes in part of the country to help the homeless on
the street. Cllr J Waring informed that there is a scheme to help the
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•

homeless being investigated at the borough involving contactless
payments. The Clerk said she would investigate the billy chip scheme.
Alternative power sources, including wind turbine, and asking what
councils can do.

To confirm and agree the minutes of the meeting of the 21st November 2019
The Council resolved to defer approval until the next Full Council meeting.
To receive and note the draft minutes of Committee Meetings held since the 21st
November 2019:
a)

Planning, Infrastructure and Highways:
Monday 4th November – 19:00 - Received and noted.
Further clarification of an item PH/19-20/2/6 b was requested. Cllr J
Waring suggested speaking to the footpaths officer at Staffordshire
County Council.
ii) Thursday 19th December – 18:30 - Deferred
iii) Monday, 6th January – 18:30 - Deferred
i)

b)

Events and Community:
i)

c)

Monday, 21st October 2019 - Received and noted.

Finance and General Purposes Committee:
i) Thursday - 7th November 2019 – 19:30 - Received and noted
ii) Thursday – 19th December 2019 – 19:30 - Received and noted
iii) Monday – 6th January 2020 – 19:30 - Received and noted

d)

Staffing Committee:
i)
ii)

Thursday 7th November 2019 - Received and noted
Monday 20th January 2020 - Deferred

Matters arising not covered elsewhere:
a)

Crown Bank Allotments – lease of land – to receive an update
The Clerk reported that she has contacted Blain Boland solicitors and the
estimated cost of the transfer has been given as £750 to £1000 + VAT. The Council
affirmed resolution 1920-FC5-12 (October 2019), and that the Clerk appoint the
solicitor to act.
Action: The clerk to progress the actions.

b)

Kidsgrove Town Council records and archives
The Clerk reported that all records are now back on site.
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c)

Victoria Hall – leaking roof issues.
The Clerk reported that the work is still due in the Spring for completion to solve
the leaking roof in the refreshments room and a start date is awaited. In addition,
the temporary repair to the roof in the bar appears to have solved the leak there.
The Clerk is planning to speak further to the roofing contractor regarding the
more permanent work.

d)

Youth provision in Kidsgrove
The Clerk reported that the first meeting is to be held on the 13th February 2020
at 6:00pm.

Victoria Hall
a)

To receive and consider a request from Kidsgrove Rotary for concessionary use
of the Victoria Hall for their annual community day.
The Council resolved to grant free usage to Kidsgrove Rotary for the community
day. Cllr Dymond informed that any volunteers to help would be welcomed.

b)

To receive and consider quotes for the repair and re-varnish of the Victoria Hall
spring floor.

The Clerk updated the Council. Three quotes have been received but one
firm recommended that sanding be put off for as long as possible since the
floor only has one sand left as the nails are already showing in places. It
was advised that the floor be cleaned, polished and the finish put down in
the interim. Cllr Waring proposed that an external contactor be used rather
than staff.
The council resolved to agree the proposals and that the Clerk arrange for
the work to be carried out.
Finance:
a)

To resolve to approve payments
The Council resolved to approve the payment schedule (appendix 1).

b)

To receive a financial summary and bank reconciliation from the Clerk/RFO.
Cllr P Waring questioned the VAT return and the clerk affirmed that a VAT return
has been submitted. The Council resolved to receive the financial summary dated
31st December 2019.

c)

To receive an update on the VAT position of the Council from the Clerk/RFO.

The Clerk reported that the VAT accrued on the Victoria Hall to date is less
than £7500 without the adjustments being made. As such, it is highly
unlikely that VAT reclaimable will exceed the threshold for the 2019/20
financial year. A full report will be taken to the next F&GP Committee
meeting.
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d)

To consider and resolve to approve the recommendations of the Finance and
General Purposes Committee to approve the budget for 2020-2021 and to note
the three-year projection.
The Council considered the unanimous recommendation from F&GP Committee
to approve the proposed budget for 2020-21, a projected forecast for the
following two years and some budget adjustments following on from budget
recommendations by committees on the current financial year.
Cllr K Robinson proposed an amendment for a £5000 budget line to be added to
the 2019/20 budget to provide grants of up to £500 for groups wishing to do
events for the VE and VJ days with any residual unspent being added to the
2020/21 budget, with the money to be from general reserves. Cllr P Waring
seconded the amendment. The Council resolved to accept the amendment.
Cllr M Maxfield asked for clarification of the Planning and Infrastructure Highways
budget for noticeboards as she has been working with East Midlands Trains to
provide a map for by the basin on the Canal and at the station. East Midlands
Train have an artist to help with this and would part fund with the Town Council.
The Clerk suggested putting the item on the next Planning, Infrastructure and
Highways meeting.
Cllr V Jukes asked the Council to consider increasing the highways budget for SID
provision and Community Speedwatch signs for the following year. It was agreed
that the Planning, Infrastructure and Highways Committee could monitor this
expenditure and the current year’s money is unlikely to be spent.
Cllr J Waring thanked the Clerk for the presentation of the budget which she
considered easy to follow but noted the difference in expenditure and income
relating to allotments. It was agreed that this should be monitored whilst
balancing with the Council’s obligation to provide allotments.
The Council resolved to approve the recommendations with the amendment and
to approve the budget for 2020-21.
Cllr A Cooper thanked the Clerk for her work in the budget setting process.The
Mayor thanked the work of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

e)

To consider the recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes
Committee to resolve to approve the precept request of £233,862 which, based
on the Council tax base of 6869 results in a band D council tax of £34.05,
unchanged from 2019-2020.
The Council resolved to approve the precept request of £233,862 for 2020-21.
Action: The Clerk to submit the precept request to Newcastle Borough Council.

Interim Internal Audit 2019-20

The Clerk reported that an Interim Internal Audit was conducted by JDH Business
Services Limited looking at processes in place. There were no major issues found.
Some minor issues were highlighted. A report is due imminently and will be
reported to the Finance and General Purposes Committee followed by the Full
Council.
There are still issues around GDPR compliance which need resolving as a priority
especially around the council’s email issues.
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To receive and resolve to adopt the 5-year plan document dated January 2020 for
publication on the Council website, noting the document will be subject to ongoing
scrutiny and review as projects progress.
The Council resolved to adopt the 5-year plan dated January 2020.
Action: The Clerk to ensure the plan is placed on the website for transparency.
Ranger Contract for 2019-2020. To receive and resolve to approve the proposed ranger
contact for 202/2021.
The Clerk informed that some points are still being discussed with Newcastle-BoroughCouncil:
•
•

Insurance issues regarding liability insurance and clarification of responsibilities
between the two authorities.
Clarification of day to day supervision responsibilities.

Cllr Bowyer raised that agreement of the contract should be dependent on the provided
ranger not changing.
The Council resolved to approve the contract and the delegate to the Clerk to resolve the
above issues.
Action: The Clerk to progress the contract
Grant Application: To receive and consider a grant application received from the
Kidsgrove Pensioners.
The Council resolved to approve the application. It was agreed that the Council should
help promote the group. It was also agreed that the Clerk should forewarn that the
Council is reviewing its hall hire policy which may impact on cost.
Action: The Clerk to progress the grant.
Policies: To consider a draft officer-member protocol.
The Clerk circulated a draft officer-member protocol and asked if Members could read it
and forward comments in to the Clerk prior to the policy being considered by F&GP.
My Town Proposals:
a)

To ratify the decision of Planning, Infrastructure and Highways that Cllr K
Robinson be the Town Council representative on the Town Board
The Council resolved to ratify the decision of Planning, Infrastructure and
Highways that Cllr K Robinson be the Town Council’s representative on the Town
Board.

b)

To receive any feedback from Cllr Robinson
Cllr Robinson noted that Cllr P Waring also attends meetings as a representative
of Go Kidsgrove. The first meeting had identified that the area to be covered is
wider than just the town centre and had been very positive. Cllr Waring added
that the town board money could be just the start of a bigger development. The
bid needs to be complete by September.
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Neighbourhood Plan: To receive a verbal update.
Cllr Stubbs provided an update. An emerging steering group has been formed and two
members of the public have joined although more members of the public would be
welcome. It is planned to use the Annual Town Meeting to promote the project. The
consultant is building a time frame for the whole project. The emerging steering group
elected Cllr Stubbs as interim chair and Cllr P Waring as interim vice-chair.
Planning Applications Received: To receive a list of planning applications received to
which Kidsgrove Town Council are invited to consult on. To resolve to agree any
comments to be submitted.
The item was deferred.
Telephone Box, Oldcott Drive: To receive a report from the Clerk.
The clerk reported that the telephone box has no power to it. Various ideas have been
suggested:
•

To house a defibrillator – this would require the power to be re-established.

•

To become a planter which the ranger could maintain.

•

To become a book swap/share centre.

•

Information point/noticeboard.

The telephone box is in dire need of repair. Councillors were asked to contact the clerk
with any further ideas. The Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for some remedial work and
to ask the ranger to do some tidying up. A report to be brought to the next Full Council.
Action: All to forward ideas; the clerk to research and arrange a tidy up.
Memorial Garden: To consider a request to write a letter to NULBC to support the Royal
British Legion request/application to build a memorial wall in the memorial Gardens.

Cllr Dymond reported to the Council: The Royal British Legion wish to build a
memorial wall to put plaques on for those who have died since the second world
war. It has been established that the Borough Council do own the memorial
garden and that planning permission is not required if the wall remains under 2m
tall. Since the agenda was issued, the Borough Council have progressed the
request and so no action is currently required.
Annual Town Meeting: To consider a date and format of the Annual Town Meeting

It is proposed to hold the Annual Town Meeting in an evening, and to have
community talks as well as the Mayor’s report. The Neighbourhood Plan
consultant has agreed to give a presentation and the Dementia friendly initiative
is a further proposal. Further ideas were a talk on the allotments and possibly the
ranger activities. The need for sufficient and timely advertising was agreed.
Action: The Clerk to progress and to circulate some suggested dates.
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Lap Feedback: To receive feedback from the appointed representatives of both
Kidsgrove (Cllr J Waring) and Talke and Butt Lane (Cllr Robinson) and to receive
correspondence received.
Cllr J Waring reported that the last meeting was held on the 10th December (minutes to
be circulated) and the next meeting will be on the 11th February. It is not planned to
produce a log rather than minutes in the future since administration support from NULBC
has been lost.
Cllr Robinson reported that the Talke and Butt Lane group have been considering the
Dementia project and how they can tie in. Cllr Robinson also highlighted that LAP minutes
may be beneficial for some grant applications.
SPCA Association Feedback – To receive feedback from the SPCA Association
representative, Cllr S Burgess.
Cllr Burgess circulated a prepared summary of the last meeting.
Town Mayor and Clerks’ Reports: correspondence received and reports.
The Clerk informed of two items of correspondence from MP Jonathon Gullis. Both were
read out to the Council.
•

An introductory letter expressing a wish to work with the Town Council. An offer
of providing assistance on any matters was offered.

•

A letter asking the Town Council to use some Council reserves to support the
CCTV provision in Kidsgrove.

Cllr Cooper raised that the Council has already made budgetary provision for 2020/21.
A further piece of correspondence was for an event at Kidsgrove Station which is
extending to the whole Town Council. The Mayor has already replied that she is
attending.
The Mayor, Cllr Cartwright, updated on her Civic events including:
•
•
•

Christmas Market and light switch on
A visit to Brighter Nights
The New Year’s Eve event.

It was noted that
Future Key Agenda items

a)
b)
c)

Health and Safety Report (Ellis Whittam) and a plan of action (F&GP first)
Update on the transfer of the Town Hall from NULBC and issues arising.
Hall Hire – Review of Booking Forms and Concessions policy (F&GP first).

To agree the date of the next meeting: Scheduled for Thursday 26th March 2020.

Meeting Closed 20:55 pm
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Appendix 1 – Payment schedules
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Appendix 1 – Payment schedules
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary

Kidsgrove Town Council
Financial Position – 31st December 2019
1. Bank Reconciliations dated 31st December 2019
a. Barclays

Current

Account

b. Unity Current Account
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
2. Trial Balance – 31st December 2019
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
3. Detailed Balance Sheet
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
4. Income and Expenditure report up till 31st December 2019
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
5. Trial Balance – 31st October 2019
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
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Appendix 2 – Financial Summary
6. Income and Expenditure report up till 31st October 2019
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